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MAYOR RAHM EMANUEL ANNOUNCES PLANS TO MAKE THE CHICAGO RIVER THE
CITY’S NEXT RECREATIONAL FRONTIER
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson announces nearly $1
million in grants to help clean up the river and spur job creation

Mayor Emanuel, joined by U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lisa
P.Jackson, announced Monday plans to make the Chicago River the city’s next recreational
frontier, with four new boathouses serving as anchors of the river’s future development.
The EPA will provide nearly $1 million in grant funds to help clean up the river and spur
job creation.

“Much like Lake Michigan is Chicago’s front yard, the Chicago River is our backyard, and
should be an asset that people across the city enjoy, not avoid," Emanuel said. "Today's
actions are the first of many steps that will lead to greater use of the river by Chicagoans
and visitors alike."

These first steps towards developing the Chicago River include:

e The Chicago Park District, with private sector partners, will construct four new
boathouses along the river designed by Chicago architects who will be assisted by
[llinois Institute of Technology students.

e The Chicago Park District will open a new expanded area of Ping Tom Memorial
Park.

e The Chicago Department of Transportation (CDOT) will expand various trails along
the river.

As part of the Obama Administration’s goal to reduce pollution and grow the nation’s
economy, new water quality standards for the Chicago and Calumet Rivers were ordered
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Chicago River Corridor Development Plan

Reach Five

Lower North Branch: pamen Avenue to Chicago Avenue

40

GoALS:

= Increase public access to the river.

« Create additional recreational areas.

« Create a greenway through business areas and
residential neighborhoods.

= Complete the greenway on setbacks on privately
owned land.

CHARACTERISTICS

e This reach is predominantly zoned for
manufacturing and related uses, although
commercial uses have made inroads at the
river’s edge.

« Due to the heavy industrial nature of this
section, there are no pedestrian paths adjacent
to the waterway.

e At a depth of ten feet, the manmade North
Branch Canal is navigable by standard nine-foot
barges.

« The river between the main branch and the
North Avenue Turning Basin is designated as a
Federal Navigable Waterway.

« Goose Island is a 146-acre island formed by the
North Branch Canal and the North Branch of
the Chicago River.

« Land values are increasing as up-scale housing
and commercial development occur.

CONSTRAINTS :
« Barge traffic and industrial uses limit the

potential for water-edge development and OPPORTUNITY SITES:
cantilevered dock construction.

< Businesses frequently have built to the river’s e DAMEN TO FULLERTON
edge.

« Pedestrian and automobile access to the river is e FULLERTON PLAZA
poor.

= Steep banks are hazardous and limit access. * UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD

« Soil and groundwater tend to be heavily BRIDGE TO WEBSTER
contaminated.

= High land values impede acquisition for public e NORTH AVENUE TURNING
purposes. BASIN

OPPORTUNITIES :

< River access can be included in project plans as
new development occurs.

= Private developers are interested in building
boating facilities.



Chapter Two: The Plan - Reach Five
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Reach Five: Lower North Branch - Damen Avenue to Chicago Avenue






434949

n 0
s RSl L8 I
pretc ARy

[l el LR LY

!l:l

¥ CITTREAT PALE FRNTR SCEPDRES JLLAMLMN

SR RaE (810

m 13

I

i
—_

"""""r""fr*'ffrrrl




